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1. Downloading Nessus Essentials

Step 1: Access the Tenable Downloads Page

Open a web browser and navigate to the official Tenable Downloads page. Locate the
Nessus Essentials section to begin the download process.

Official Download page link:
https://www.tenable.com/downloads/nessus?loginAttempted=true

O MO) About 1,790 results

Tenable
https://www.tenable.com

Download Tenable Nessus

Jun 24, 2026 - Open Nessus and follow setup wizard to finish setting up Nessus. Check out our

documentation for Nessus. © 2026 ..

Get Activation Code

Get your activation code and download Nessus,

the industry-leading vulnerability

Documentation
Tenable Core Hardened operating environment
for running Security Center,

Tenable Security Center
Download Tenable Security Center Apply this
patch to Tenable Security Center

Nessus Professional
Products Nessus Nessus Professional Tenable
Nessus® Professional

See results only from tenable.com

o Tenable
https://www.tenable.com

Downloads | Tenable®

Install Nessus on Windows
OQutlines steps to install Tenable Nessus on
Windows using the InstallShield Wizard,

Nessus Vulnerability Scanner
Find out more about Nessus - the trusted gold
standard for vulnerability

Frictionless
Download shell and PowerShell scripts for
Frictionless Assessment

Nessus Expert
Stay one step ahead of attackers with insight
into vulnerabilities and security

Deep dive into tenable nessus download

Q_ Nessus download windows 10

(. Nessus installer download

Q_ Tenable Nessus essentials download
Q) Nessus free version download

Q_ Nessus download

Q_ Tenable Nessus login

Q. Nessus

Q_ Tenable Nessus install



Step 2: Download the Windows Installer

Select Windows (64-bit) as the operating system and click Download. Save the
installation package to a preferred location, such as the Downloads folder and license

agreement will appear and select, I agree.

Otenable | pownloads

able N
Tenable Nessus

1) Download and Install Nessus Summary

Choose Download Release Date: Jun 25

Version Platform Release Notes:

Nessus-10.12.1 Windows - x8
Signing Keys:

@ Download

2 Start and Setup Nessus

Open Nessus and follow setup wizard to finish setting up Nessus

3 Getting Started

License Agreement

are under attack. Customer agrees not to pursue any claims against Tenable as a result of any access to Scan
Targets when such acc: was made in connection with an authorized Scan unle: ch a claim is based on
the gross negligence or willful misconduct of Tenable.
5. Usage Requirements. Customer must provide current and accurate information in all submissions made in
connection with the Hosted Services, including registration information and the location of the Scan Targets
to be Scanned. Tenable may, in its reasonable discretion, prohibit or suspend access of certain users of the
Hosted Services. In the event Tenable suspects or anticipates such suspension, Tenable will, to the extent
practical under the circumstances, use commercially reasonable efforts to provid stomer with prior
written notice of the suspension and an opportunity to cure the issue prior to (and in avoidance of)
suspension. Customer acknowledges that under certain circumstances such prior notice and/or cure period
may not be possible or practical. Customer agrees to safeguard and maintain the confidentiality of all user
names and passwords. Customer further agrees to use best efforts to ensure that no unauthorized parties
have access to the Hosted Servi through Customer’s account and/or log-in credentials. Customer will
promptly notify Tenable of any unauthorized access of which Customer is aware or reasonably suspects.
Customer is responsible for compliance with this Agreement and all use of the Hosted Services through
Customer’s account.
5. PCI Scans. Tenable makes no guarantee that a successful completion of a PCl Scan will make Customer
compliant with the Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard.

Data Retention Policy. Customer has the option to select the duration of the data retention period of Scan

| Agree




2. Installing Nessus Essentials

Step 3: Launch the Installer

Locate the downloaded installation package and double-click the .msi file to launch the
Nessus Setup Wizard. If prompted by User Account Control (UAC), click Yes to

continue.

@tenable | Downloads Downloads

& Nessus-10.12.1-x64.msi
Open file

See more
Tenable Nessus

Tenable Nessus

1’ Download and Install Nessus Summary

Choose Download Release Date: Jun 25, 2026

Version Platform Release Notes:

Nessus -10.12.1 Windows - x86._64
Signing Keys:

@ Download

2) Start and Setup Nessus

Open Nessus and follow setup wizard to finish setting up Nessus




Step 4: Welcome to the Nessus Setup Wizard

The Nessus Setup Wizard displays a welcome screen. Click Next to continue with the

installation.

"M Tenable Nessus (x64) - InstallShield Wizard X

Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard for
Tenable Nessus (x64)

The InstallShield(R) Wizard will install Tenable Nessus (x64) on
your computer. To continue, click Next.

WARNING: This program is protected by copyright law and
international treaties.




Step 5: Accept the License Agreement

Read the license agreement and accept the terms by selecting I accept the terms of the

License Agreement. Click Next to proceed.

M Tenable Nessus (x64) - InstallShield Wizard

License Agreement

Please read the following license agreement carefully.

***IMPORTANT**=*

THIS AGREEMENT IS INTENDED TO BE LEGALLY BINDING. BY
CLICKING THE “AGREE” OR “ACCEPT” BUTTON BELOW AND/OR
CONTINUING TO DOWNLOAD, INSTALIL OR USE TENABLE
SOFTWARE AND OR SERVICES (OR AUTHORIZING/ALLOWING A

M |\THIRD PARTY TO DO SO ON YOUR BEHALF), YOU INDICATE:
YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF THIS AGREEMENT;

YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE READ ALL OF THE

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT,
ITNNDERSTAND THFEM AND AGREE T RETEGRATTV

© I accept the terms in the license agreement

()1 do not accept the terms in the license agreement

|
|
InstallShield |
|

< Back [ Next > l Cancel




Step 6: Select the Installation Location

Choose the destination folder where Nessus will be installed. It is recommended to keep

the default installation path. Click Next.

!ZH Tenable Nessus (x64) - InstallShield Wizard <

! Destination Folder

Click Next to install to this folder, or click Change to install to a different folder.

Install Tenable Nessus (x64) to:
C:\Program Files\Tenable\Nessus\ Change...

=

InstaliShield J

< Back [ Next > ] Cancel




Step 7: Begin the Installation

Review the installation settings and click Install to begin copying the required program
files.

:.J Tenable Nessus (x64) - InstallShield Wizard

Ready to Install the Program

The wizard is ready to begin installation.

Click Install to begin the installation.

If you want to review or change any of your installation settings, click Back. Click Cancel to
exit the wizard.

InstallShield




Step 8: Installing Nessus

The installer copies and configures the required files. Wait until the installation process is

completed.

"M Tenable Nessus (x64) - InstallShield Wizard —

Installing Tenable Nessus (x64)

The program features you selected are being installed.

Please wait while the InstallShield Wizard installs Tenable Nessus (x64). This
may take several minutes.

Status:
Updating Nessus User Interface

InstallShield




Step 9: Complete the Installation

After the installation finishes successfully, click Finish. The Nessus service starts

automatically, and the default web browser opens.

" Tenable Nessus (x64) - InstallShield Wizard X

InstallShield Wizard Completed

The InstallShield Wizard has successfully installed Tenable
Nessus (x64). Click Finish to exit the wizard.




3. Configuring Nessus Essentials

Step 10: Connect via SSL

When the Nessus Welcome page opens, click Connect via SSL to establish a secure

connection with the Nessus web interface.

Otenable



Step 11: Browser Security Warning

A browser security warning may appear because Nessus uses a self-signed SSL certificate
during the initial setup. Click Advanced to continue. Then, Select Proceed to localhost

(unsafe) to continue to the Nessus setup page.

Note: This warning is expected because the certificate is self-signed and the connection is

being made to the local computer.

& O ® Notsecure localhost

Your connection isn't private

Attackers might be trying to steal your information from localhost (for example, passwords,

messages, or credit cards).

Advanced




Step 12: Welcome to Nessus

The Welcome to Nessus page is displayed. Leave the default settings unchanged and click

Continue.

® Not secure

Otenable

NESSIS

Welcome to Nessus

You can click Settings to configure the Nessus proxy,
plugin feed, and encryption password settings before
you start the installation, or you can select Register
Offline to configure an offline installation.

When you are ready, click Continue to proceed with
the installation.

W Register Offline




Step 13: Select the Deployment Option

On the Choose How to Deploy Nessus page, select Register for Nessus Essentials, which

is the free edition intended for students and personal use. Click Continue.

@ Not secure localhost

Otenable
INESSTS

Welcome to Nessus
Choose how you want to deploy Nessus. Select an
option to get started.

@ Set up a purchased instance of Nessus

@ start a trial of Nessus Expert

@ Sstart a trial of Nessus Professional

O Register for Nessus Essentials

@ Set up Nessus Essentials Plus for Education

@ Link Nessus to another Tenable product




Step 14: Register Nessus Essentials

To Get an Activation Code, first register for Nessus Essentials using your college email
or personal email. An activation code is required to activate the product and download the

latest plugins.

@ Not secure

Otenable

Nessus

Get an activation code
To register for a free Nessus Essentials activation
code, enter your information.

First Name Last Name

Email

RSN )i |ingtoncollege edu.np

Already have activation code? Skip this step to enter it
manually.




Step 15: Verify email and Enter the Activation Code

Enter the activation code received from Tenable in your Gmail and click Continue.

@ Not secure localhost:

Otenable

Nessus

Verify Email
Please verify your email address to continue
activating your product.

An email was sent to your inbox. Please check your
inbox and click the link in the email to verify. Once
you have verified your email, you can return to this
page and click 'Verify' to continue.

<« B O @ 8 & 10f 276 > mm~
Verify Your Email Address inbox x e @
no-reply@tenable.com 820PM (3minutesago) Yr @ €
tome v

Otenable

Please Verify Your Email Address

Thank you for signing up. Please verify your email address by clicking the
button below. The link is only valid for 24 hours.

Verify Your Email Address

Sincerely,
The Tenable Team



® Not secure

Otenable

NESSIS

License Information

Activation Co

Continue




Step 16: Create an Administrator Account

Create an administrator’s username and password. These credentials will be used to access

the Nessus dashboard after installation.

localhost

Otenable
Nessus

Create a user account
Create a Nessus administrator user account. Use this
username and password to log in to Nessus.

Username *

Password *




Step 17: Download Plugins and Complete the Initial Setup

Nessus begins downloading and installing the latest vulnerability plugins. This process
may take several minutes depending on the speed of the internet connection. Wait for the
initialization process to finish. Nessus automatically configures the required services and

prepares the application for use.

Otenable
NESSIS

Initializing

Please wait while Nessus is initializing.

Downloading plugins..




4. Verifying the Installation

Step 18: Verify the Nessus Dashboard

After successful authentication, the Nessus Dashboard is displayed. The presence of the
My Scans folder and the New Scan option confirms that the installation and configuration

have been completed successfully.

& C  © Notsecure localhost:

{Otenable NessusEssentials  Scans Settings

My Scans

Tenable News

How CISA BOD 26-04
redefines
vulnerability
managem...

Read More




5. Troubleshooting

Issue

Possible Cause

Recommended Solution

Unable to access the Nessus
web interface
(https://localhost:8834)

The Nessus service
has not started or is
not running.

Wait a few minutes and refresh
the browser. If the issue
persists, restart the Tenable
Nessus service from Windows
Services.

Browser displays "Your
connection isn't private"

Nessus uses a self-
signed SSL
certificate during
the initial setup.

Click Advanced, then select
Proceed to localhost (unsafe)
to continue.

Activation email not
received using college mail

Email is delayed,
filtered as spam, or
blocked by the mail
server.

Check the Spam/Junk folder,
wait a few minutes, or register
using a personal email address
(e.g., Gmail or Outlook).

Invalid or expired activation
code

The activation code
1s incorrect or has
expired.

Verify the activation code or
request a new activation code
from the Tenable registration

page.

Plugin download is slow or

Slow or unstable

Ensure a stable internet

fails internet connection. | connection and wait for the
plugin download to be
completed successfully.
Unable to log in to Nessus Incorrect Verify the credentials created
administrator during the setup process and
username or try again.
password.
Installation fails or does not | Insufficient user Run the installer as
complete privileges or the Administrator and restart the
installation was installation.

interrupted.



https://localhost:8834/

